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INTERESTED IN SOLAR? WE CAN HELP!
Heartland Power Offering On-Site Solar Through Iowa Choice Renewables

THE FACTS
WHO: Heartland Power
WHAT: Offering on-site solar
WHERE: Locally
WHEN: Fall 2016
WHY: To better serve you and fill a void
for members wanting to install solar on
their property.
INTERESTED? Give us a call or visit
www.iowachoicerenewables.com for
more information on on-site solar. And
remember, we also offer solar through
Heartland Power Community Solar!

Heartland Power Cooperative and other
rural electric cooperatives across the state
have joined together to form Iowa
Choice Renewables. This partnership
fills a void for co-op members and
other utility consumers interested
in a locally trusted, fact-based solar
energy option.

Jon Leerar,
CEO/General Manager

Iowa Choice Renewables offers customized energy
efficiency consultations and high-quality solar installations.
With Iowa Choice Renewables, members have one
point of contact for the education, evaluation, purchase,
installation, and interconnection of a renewable energy
system.
Iowa Choice Renewables was created through the
partnership of Allamakee-Clayton Electric Cooeprative,
Postville, Iowa; Butler County REC, Allison, Iowa; Heartland
Power Cooperative, Thompson and St. Ansgar, Iowa;
Midland Power Cooperative, Jefferson, Iowa; Raccoon
Valley Electric Cooperative, Glidden, Iowa; and Western
Iowa Power Cooperative, Denison, Iowa.
For more information, contact Heartland Power at
641-584-2251 or visit Iowa Choice Renewables online at
www.iowachoicerenewables.com.

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE
LED Lighting| p 3

Consider LEDs as an easy
energy efficiency investment. Learn how to select
the most appropriate bulb
brightness and color.
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We all know harvest is a
busy time, but remember
to keep safety your number
one priority!
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See what fellow cooperative
members have for sale
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classifieds!

TAKE THE
CO-OP QUIZ

OVERHEAD
UNDERGROUND

Mike Holstad,
or
Director of System Planning

What’s the difference?

$25 Credit Winner
This month’s lucky winner
was Eugene Hermanson
of Lake Mills
Last Month’s Answer
Member meetings were held
Wednesday, August 24 in
Thompson and Wednesday,
August 31 in Osage.
This Month’s Question
What is Heartland Power
Cooperative now offering
through Iowa Choice
Renewables?
Quiz Guidelines
Each member who sends in the
correct answer will have their
name put in a drawing. Quiz
answers may be mailed in or
emailed to: energy@heartlandpower.com.
The lucky winner will receive
a $25 bill credit toward next
month’s electric bill. Answers
must be received by the 20th of
the month to be eligible.
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Members often ask why we install powerlines overhead in some places
and install underground in others. Many wonder why all power lines
aren’t installed undergound. Isn’t one method better than the other?
These are great questions, and the answer is that each method has its
time and place.
Overhead systems are ultimately less expensive to install and repair,
quicker to construct, and allow for voltages higher than the limitations
set for underground lines.
While undergoround line is less noticeable and more resistant to damage
from tree branches and severe weather, it is more expensive to build,
more difficult to locate faults, and is still fed by weather-dependent
overhead lines at some point.
Our blend of overhead and underground line provides members with the
higheset possible quality of service at the lowest possible price.

OVERHEAD

UNDERGROUND

PROS
• Lower cost
• Quicker construction
• Easier to spot damage and faults
• Less expensive to repair
• Can be built in any terrain
• Supports any voltage

PROS
• Not vulnerable to damage from trees
• Does not interfere with views
• No right of way (tree trimming) required
• Less susceptible to damage from vehicles
• Not impacted by wind and ice
• Less vulnerable to blinks from animals

CONS
• Susceptible to wind and ice
• More vulnerable to damage from trees,
requires trimming
• Vulnerable to blinks when animals
contact lines
• Susceptible to damage from vehicles
• Less attractive

CONS
• More expensive to build
• Susceptible to flooding
• Difficult to locate faults
• Expensive to repair
• Fed by overhead lines, still making the line
vulnerable to weather-related outages
• Limitations on voltages that can be buried
• Vulnerable to dig-ins

LEDs

In the Spotlight

Ron Gasteiger,
Manager of Member Services
The lightbulb has undergone relatively few changes since it
was introduced in the late 1870s. But new technology that
can drastically reduce the amount of energy and money
used to light our homes (accounting for roughly 13 percent
of the average household’s electric bill) has arrived and
been made affordable.
The average home contains 30 light fixtures. You don’t
have to buy all new LEDs at once! Consider switching five
or ten of your most used light fixtures to use LED bulbs.
Outdoor dawn-to-dusk lighting is also a good candidate to
be replaced as they operate many hours each night.
You can buy affordable LED bulbs at any large box store
or online. The brightness of LED bulbs are measured
by lumens rather than watts. Use the Energy Star
“Lighting Made Easy” guide to the right to help choose
the brightness and color right for you. For example, a
traditional 60 watt incandescent bulb produces the same
amount of light as an 800 lumen 14 watt CFL or 10 watt
LED bulb.
Don’t forget, Heartland Power offers rebates on energy
efficient lighting. Receive a $2.00 rebate per bulb (capped
at 50% of cost) for LEDs and $1.00 per bulb for CFLs.
Rebates forms are available online or by calling our office!
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HARVEST SAFETY
With harvest fast approaching,
it’s never too early to think
about safety.
Changes in grain bin set-ups or new
equipment can lead to unexpected
contact with power lines. Before
starting work, make sure to note the
location of overhead power lines and
point them out to seasonal helpers
who may be less familiar with the
area.

CORNY HUMOR

Inspect the height of farm
equipment to determine
clearance.
Use a spotter when operating
large machinery near power
lines.
Never attempt to move a power
line out or raise it for clearance.
Do not use equipment with
frayed cables.

Dave Low,
Director of Operations

Find more electrical
safety information at
www.safeelectricity.org.

What did the corn say when he got complimented?			
Why shouldn’t you tell a secret on a farm?
Aw, shucks 								The corn has ears
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COOPERATIVES:

NO STRANGERS TO DEMOCRACY

PUTTING
MONEY
BACK
IN YOUR
POCKET

Karrie Pringnitz,
Director of Finance & Administrative Services

CAPITAL CREDIT REFUND

Pictured Above: Managers and staff from Heartland
Power and two other area cooperatives met with
Iowa Representative Terry Baxter on August 12.
In the coming months before session, Heartland
Power and other rural electric cooperatives will
visit with more of our representatives, both in
Washington, D.C. and locally.
By meeting with our legislators, we have the
opportunity to share with them the concerns,
opportunities, and challenges that lie ahead for
cooperatives and their members.
One Member, One Vote.
Democratic Member Control is one of the Seven
Cooperative Principles. These principles define
what we believe and what makes a cooperative
different than other investor-owned businesses.

The Heartland Power Board of Directors
approved a capital credit refund of
$526,797.25 to be issued to members next
month.
Not only will we be refunding capital credits
from the year 2000, but $150,000 will
also be returned from 2015. That means
that everybody who was a cooperative
member last year will see their share of
these funds returned to them this October.
Watch next month’s newsletter for more
information.
MEMBERS, NOT STOCKHOLDERS

Unlike investor-owned businesses, a
cooperative is owned by the members it
serves. That means you get the benefits not someone in another state.
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SNACK TIME!
Easy-to Make Cheerios Trail Mix

2 cups Cheerios cereal
1 cup candy-coated chocolate
2 cups Chex cereal (any variety)
candies
2 cups Kix cereal
1 cup raisins
In large bowl or resealable gallon-size food-storage plastic bag, mix all
ingredients. Store tightly covered.
Sent in by Laura Schmitz of Ionia

Favorite Frozen Pops

For December’s Recipe Club, send in
your favorite holiday classic.
Recipes can be mailed or emailed
to energy@heartlandpower.com.
Submissions due November 20.
Members with recipes published in
the newsletter will receive a $5.00 bill
credit on their next bill.

Have you signed up
for SmartHub yet?
Take charge of your electric
account with SmartHub!
Members can easily make
payments online, access
payment history, and view
daily and monthly energy use.
Trying to use less electricity?
Set up personalized text or
email usage alerts.
Visit our website to sign up for
this free service on desktop or
as a mobile app.
Scan the QR code to
download the app!
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1 (3 oz) box jello
1 package Kool-Aid

1 cup sugar

Dissolve ingredients with:
2 cups boiling water. Add 2 cups cold water. Pour into ice cube trays
or pop molds. Freeze and enjoy!
Sent in by Roseanna Oberholtzer of Elma

Caramel Popcorn

1 gal. popcorn (or more)
1/4 c. light corn syrup
1 c. brown sugar
1/4 tsp. soda
1/2 c. butter
1/2 tsp. vanilla
1/4 c. molasses
1/2 c. peanuts (optional)
Boil sugar, butter, molasses, and syrup 4 min. Stir in soda, vanilla, and
salt before pouring over popcorn. Bake at 225 degrees F for 1 hour,
stirring frequently. When done, stir in peanuts.
Sent in by Julie Fox of Osage

Seasoned Pretzels

1 (1 oz.) env. ranch dressing mix
1 c. vegetable oil
1/2 tsp. garlic salt

1/2 tsp. dill seed
2 lbs. broken pretzels

Mix first 4 ingredients together and pour over pretzels. Put pretzels in
2 9x13” cake pans. Marinade for 10 min. Bake at 350 degrees F for 10
min., stirring half way through.
Sent in by Carol Zimmerman of Floyd

Snack Mix

1 pkg. microwave popcorn,
popped
3 c. miniature pretzels
3 c. dry roasted peanuts
2 c. Rice Chex

1/2 c. brown sugar
1/3 c. corn syrup
1 c. butter
1 tsp. baking soda
M&Ms

Mix popped corn, pretzels, peanuts, and Chex together. Combine
sugar, syrup, and butter. Heat over medium heat until it begins to
boil. Cook for 3 minutes. Remove from heat and stir in baking soda.
Pour over cereal mixture. Spread on cookie sheet and bake at 300
degrees for 30 minutes. When cooled add M&Ms.
Sent in by Mrs. Mervin Zimmerman of Orchard

The Trading Place...
Heartland Power Cooperative publishes
free ads as a service for our members.
Heartland Power reserves the right to
reject ads. Mail your ad to our office or
email it to energy@heartlandpower.com.
Deadline is the 20th of the month prior to
publication.

For Sale: 2011 Honda CRV, LX. 2.4 Liter, automatic,
fuel injected. AWD. Power steering, windows, locks,
brakes. AM/FM CD. Air, cruise, tilt, telescope. Alloy
Wheels. 67k actual miles. Black with black cloth.
Asking $11,700. Mark Jahnel 641.732.3678.
For Sale: 2005 Chevy Trailblazer, LS. 4.2, Automatic.
Gray with gray cloth. 5 passenger. Air, Cruise, Tilt.
Power seat, lock, brakes, windows, steering. CD player, AM/FM. 109k miles. Alloy Wheels. 4WD. Asking
$4850. Mark Jahnel 641.732.3678.
For Sale: Land Pride FDR 1660 60” 3 Point Finish
mower. New $1,700.00 used three times asking
$1,300.00. Eric 641-832-8686
For Sale: Are you looking for sustainable energy,
joint, weight, immune, and digestive support, and relief from aches? THRIVE is an all natural, non-GMO,
gluten free premium naturopatic formula. Call/text:
641-596-0030 email kjjohn641@yahoo.com or go to
thrivewithkim6.le-vel.com
For Sale: If You are looking for awesome coverage
in make up. Call/text/email me 641-596-0030
kjjohn641@yahoo.com or go to www.youniqueproducts.com/KimJohnson . I can help you find the
perfect makeup just for you.
For Sale: Vintage cast iron sink w/ double drain
boards. Good condition for its age. Sink was taken
from older home due to remodeling. Original metal
cabinet free w/purchase of sink. $150.00, can be
seen in Lake Mills. 641-590-3028 or 641-567-3318.
For Sale: 3 piece living room set, sofa, 2 matching
chairs and pillows. #1,350 or best offer, gray background with burgundy, peach, and cream. Excellent
condition. Call 319-290-4621.
For Sale: 3 sweep augers. 1-30 ft. for steel bin. 1 for
24 ft. bin. 1-11ft. 4inch in diameter. All are sweep
augers for grain bins. 641-330-6064
For Sale: Six electric base board heaters, 1000 watt,
4 fot long, $10 each. 641-330-3532.
For Sale: Two foot by four foot Velax Sky Light, double pane with screen and crank. $100. 641-330-3532

Interested
in solar?
We can help.

For Sale: MTD Tractor Mower: 50 in cut, hydrostatic,
23hp Kohler engine. 150 hours Great lawn mower,
great condition. $1000. Call Rick 641-583-3266

For Sale: 4-skid loader belting wheels 8-bolt center
and steel cleats. 14” wide x 33” high. Good cond.
$1,800 OBO. 641-228-3305.

For Sale: Farmall Super H with Woods belly mower.
Runs great, good condition. $3,500 obo Call Rick
641-583-3266

For Sale: 2-rear tractor belting wheels 64” high x 16”
wide. 34” center. $1,500 OBO. 641-228-3305.
For Sale: Firewood-you cut up and haul away. 319290-4621.

For Sale: Antique Kelvinator refrigerator in working
condition. $100 Gas cook stove in working condition. $75 Call 641-330-3532
For Sale: 2009 Keystone Laredo - 29BHS, Super Lite
Series, 6398 Weight, 33 Ft. Overall Length, Alum.
Frame, Glacier Package, Outside Shower & Speakers, 15 Ft. Power Awning, 12 Ft. Slide Out, Front
Bedroom, Couch with Queen Size Air Mattress, Rear
Bunk House with 4 Bunks, Tub Shower, Included Are
LP Tanks, Spare Tire & Battery. This Camper has Been
Totally Checked Over and is Ready to go Camping.
Way Below Retail, Priced to Move at $12,979. Call
Jeff 641-220-1549
For Sale: BRUNO VSL 6900 CURB SLIDER SCOOTER/
POWER CHAIR LIFT - This Unit Lifts & Stores any
Mobility Device up to 400 LBS. Compact Design requiring Minimal Space . Mount in Truck, Van or Sport
Utility. A Mini Hoist Run by your Vehicle Battery, This
Unit is Like New & Just Removed from a Dodge Mini
Van. It is Complete with all Brackets, Hardware &
Wiring Harness, Has Optional Hand Held Controls,
Can Let You Run it before You Purchase. These Units
are Around $3,000. New. I’m Selling this for Only
$1,500. Best Part is Made in the USA. Possible Installation. Jeff Lewis 641-220-1549
For Sale: Roofing metal, used. 14’ $6.00 ea. 420 pc.
641-398-2473.
Wanted: 6x6 I Beam. 8’ long, to build a log splitter.
641-398-2350.
For Sale: JD 70 LP tractor, good paint, power steering
and runs good. $3,000 OBO. 641-590-4081
For Sale: Lift chairs. One $200 and one $385. Brown
in color. 641-228-7481. Charles City.
For Sale: Queen size bed, complete. $95.00 641-2287481. Charles City.
Home for Sale on Lake Cornelia: 2 bedroom, 2 bath
manufactured home built in 2006. 1,120 square
feet living space on main floor plus partially finished
basement with two egress windows. The home has
open floor plan between living room, dining room
and kitchen with pantry and main floor laundry. 20
ft of lake access with your own dock. $219,000. Call
515-3515-1755.
Free to a good home: Six – four-month old barn
raised kittens. Mostly black and white striped, but
some gray ones. Very tame and healthy. If interested, please call 1-641-982-4829.

For Sale: ’02 black Monte Carlo. 131 K miles, Very
sharp for its age, interior is excellent, no rust. Good
school car but almost too nice. For details call 641425-5082.
For Sale: Hutchinson 8” take out auger with power
sweep, 7 ½ HP for 42 foot diameter bin. Also aeration floor panels and 3 Chicago 24 inch 5 HP fans.
641-581-4500.
For Sale: Dried walnut boards in shed. Call 641-5924236. Leave message. Lake Mills.
For Sale: Oliver 88 gas tractor, wide front, new tires,
all tin in good shape and runs good. $2750 OBO.
641-590-4081
For Sale: Ford, Dearborn Equipment. All good condition spring tooth, cultivator, plow, wind row, sickle
mower, $850.00. Leave a message at 641-228-3329.
Charles City, IA
For Sale: Electric, 120 gallon water heater. Works
well and in good condition, $75.00. Leave a message
at 641-228-3329, Charles City, IA
For Sale: Efficient wood-burning furnace. Some
chimney and duct work included. $400. 228-2081
For Sale: Fencing materials, new & used. Treated
wood posts, 4,5 & 6 inch dia. x 7 and 8 foot lengths.
8 inch x 12 ft. treated pole. Steel T fence posts 6 ft.
length. End post steel braces 10 ft. lengths. Gate
hinge bolt hooks & screw hooks 3/4 & 5/8 inch dia.
hooks in lengths from 4 to 12 inch. 2 x 6 constructed
wood gate 5 ft x 4 ft. high with hinges. Partial role of
barbed wire. Partial role of 42 inch high chain link
fence. Spools of electric fence wire.
641-430-6684
For Sale: Aeration tubes, 8 inch x 12 foot long with
hanging chains and electric motor fans. Grain bin
center hole grain spreader 2 ft. diameter x 2 ft tall.
Hard Hat space heater. Construction I bolts with
backing plates. 7/8 inch dia. x 16 inches long.
641-430-6684
For Sale: 1981 Allis Chalmers 5020 Compact Diesel
Tractor, 22 H.P., 2 cylinder, liquid cooled Toyosha
engine, turf tires including tire chains, front end
weights and operators manual. Has been used to
blow snow, till gardens, and mow. Stored indoors,
runs well and recently serviced. 1248 hrs. Asking
$3,950.00. 1997 Allied 5’ 2 stage snow blower for
above tractor, $900.00. Ferguson 6’ 3pt. mounted
adjustable blade, $150.00 641-588-3514. Steve
Nelson

Heartland Power Cooperative has been offering a hassle-free
renewable energy option through our community solar array since
April 2015. Now, we’re proud to also provide on-site solar systems for
your home, business, or farming operation.
Contact us for more information on these opportunities to purchase
renewable products from your locally trusted energy partner.

energy@heartlandpower.com | www.heartlandpower.com | www.facebook.com/heartlandpower

HEARTLAND POWER COOPERATIVE | 7

Providing members with safe, reliable,
affordable electricity and enhancing the
quality of life for members and their local
communities.
GENERAL INFORMATION
Office Hours
7:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. M - F
Thompson

216 Jackson St | P.O. Box 65
Thompson, IA 50478
641.584.2251

St. Ansgar

605 East 4th St. | P.O. Box 70
St. Ansgar, IA 50472
641.713.4965

Outage Reporting
		

Thompson 641.584.2200
St. Ansgar 641.713.4646
System Wide 888.417.3007

Digging & Line Location
Website		
Email
Facebook

SAFETY REMINDER:

Call 811

www.heartlandpower.com
energy@heartlandpower.com
facebook.com/heartlandpower

CEO/GENERAL MANAGER
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Richard Rosenberg, President
Roger Solomonson,
Vice President
Mark Kingland, Treasurer
Larry Tjaden, Secretary
Gary Pearson
Asst. Secretary-Treasurer
Roger Tjarks, DPC Director
Vince Morische, Director
Don Knudtson, Director

Jon Leerar
641.736.2378
641.590.0049
641.590.4400
641.220.0114
641.420.2990
515.341.5444
641.732.4076
641-590-1416

Office hours will return to
7:30 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.
in October.

Receiving The Gold

The olympics may be over, but at Heartland
Power we’re still seeing gold! Board members
Roger Tjarks (left) and Roger Solomonson (right)
received the “Director Gold” certificate. This award
is given to directors who have earned several
certifications and are committed to continuing
their education and serving the cooperataive well.
Congratulations!

Please use good judgement when
considering electrical projects and
repairs. Hiring a licensed electrician is
always the safe option. When handled
properly, electricity is a great tool. In
many situations, however, many of us
know just enough to be dangerous.
When in doubt, leave it to a
professional. Your family will be glad
you did.
For more information on electrical
safety visit www.safeelectricity.org.

